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DIRECTION TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION
Five sets of white papers are being produced to present information on tools, opportunities, and
potential strategies that could help Ashland become a nationwide leader as a green transportation
community. Each white paper will present general information regarding a topic and then
provide ideas on where and how that tool, strategy, and/or policy could be used within Ashland.
You will have the opportunity to review the content of each white paper and share your
thoughts, concerns, questions, and ideas in a joint Planning Commission/Transportation
Commission meeting. Based on discussions at the meeting, the material in the white paper will
be: 1) Revised and incorporated into the alternatives analysis for the draft TSP; or 2) Eliminated
from consideration and excluded from the alternatives analysis. The overall intent of the white
paper series is to explore opportunities for Ashland and increase the opportunities to discuss the
many possibilities for Ashland.

STREETSCAPE PATIOS WHITE PAPER INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this memorandum is to discuss an innovative approach in using street patios to
temporarily and/or permanently narrow the existing cross‐section of a street and enhance
pedestrians’ experience on the street.

STREETSCAPE PATIOS
A consistent vision for the City of Ashland expressed by City staff, Planning Commissioners,
Transportation Commissioners, and community members is a desire to improve the experience of
traveling as a pedestrian, bicyclist and/or transit rider in the City of Ashland. Part of improving
that experience is enhancing the streetscape and creating a sense of place for pedestrians and
human‐scale activities (as opposed to infrastructure scaled for automobiles). One opportunity to

FILENAME: H:\PROJFILE\10633 - CITY OF ASHLAND TSP UPDATE\REPORT\WHITE PAPERS TASK 7\GROUP
1\KAI_WHITEPAPERS\DRAFT_TO_TAC_PC_TC\10633_STREETSCAPEPATIOS_011110.DOC

City of Ashland Transportation System Plan Update
January 11, 2011

Project #: 10663.7
Page 2

enhance Ashland’s streetscape is in the downtown core with temporary and/or permanent
streetscape patios.
The downtown core already has a strong existing base of restaurants, businesses, and greenspace.
Adding to it will help continue economic prosperity for downtown businesses while maintaining
the small town charm and character that helps attracts visitors to Ashland. Streetscape patios are
patios that extend the width of sidewalk to provide space for restaurants to provide outdoor
seating and boutiques or other businesses to set‐up small displays similar to what might be seen
at an open air marketplace. Downtown business owners in the City of Louisville, Colorado
initiated a five month trial of streetscape patios to enhance downtown restaurants. The City of
Louisville agreed to the temporary project allowing restaurants and business owners to apply for
temporary patios that would be placed in front of their restaurant or business in the parking
spaces adjacent to the sidewalk. The restaurants chose to exchange on‐street parking for store
front patios. Exhibits 1 and 2 are photos of street patios from Louisville, CO. Attached is an
example of the applications businesses were required to complete.
Exhibit 1 Streetscape Patios in Louisville, CO

Kittelson & Associates, Inc.
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Exhibit 2 Streetscape Patios in Louisville, CO

The temporary project ran from June 1st to November 1st and was widely popular among
community members as well as downtown business and restaurant owners. The patios created
more pedestrian activity on the downtown streets creating a stronger sense of place and leading
to a community driven Pedestrian Action Plan to build on the success of the patios. The
temporary patios were constructed from lumber donated by Lowe’s hardware store; they are 8
feet in depth (the same dimension as an on‐street parallel parking space). The City estimates they
will be able to use the temporary patios for two more seasons. During that time the downtown
restaurants and business owners are organizing themselves to create a Business Improvement
District for funding the permanent streetscape patios as well as other improvements they identify
through their Pedestrian Action Plan.
Information regarding the streetscape patio project was obtained from Troy Russ, Director of
Planning and Building Safety, at the City of Louisville, Colorado.

BENEFITS OF A TEMPORARY PROGRAM
The City of Louisville, CO has found the temporary approach to the streetscape patios beneficial
for several reasons.
Kittelson & Associates, Inc.
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Low Cost – Implementing the temporary street patios is a low cost investment. In the Louisville,
CO, the lumber was donated by Lowes and local high school students volunteered to help
construct the patios. City staff did invest time to process the applications businesses filled out to
apply for patios; however, the process was kept as streamlined and efficient as possible.
Low Maintenance – Temporary patios can be removed during winter months helping to
eliminate maintenance issues. The current temporary patios being used in Louisville, CO are
sufficient for three seasons (June 1st to November 1st). The City plans to permanently extend the
sidewalk after the third season.
Ease of Adjustments – Using a temporary approach provides time to test the concept and make
adjustments relatively easily. In Louisville, CO, the patios were initially built too small for their
use and popularity. The City and community was able to make the patios larger (8 feet in depth)
relatively easily and quickly.
Provides Time to Generate Discussion and Address Concerns – Temporary installation creates
the opportunity for business owners and community members to provide feedback and discuss
the attributes they like and dislike with regards to the patios. One initial concern expressed about
the street patios was the loss of on‐street parking in the downtown area and the potential
negative impact on local businesses. However, during the street patio time period, businesses
and restaurants had higher revenues than summer seasons without the patios.
Easy to Return to Business as Usual – If the temporary installation is not well received and/or
there are community concerns that cannot be adequately addressed, then the concept can be set
aside once the temporary program ends.
Builds Momentum and Excitement of Permanent Installation – Temporary installation provides
time for momentum and excitement about the concept to build and organize. In Louisville, the
patios were so well received, the discussion generated consensus for permanently installing them
and created a community based movement to develop a Pedestrian Action Plan.
Provides Time to Consider Funding Options for Permanent Patios – Assuming the concept is
well received during its temporary installation, having the temporary program can provide time
to explore funding options to construct the street patios permanently. In Louisville, downtown
businesses are organizing themselves into a Business Improvement District
Using a temporary program in Ashland would provide similar benefits allowing community
members and the City to “try out” the concept for a relatively low cost and tailor it to Ashland.
There is no large investment in or long‐term commitment to the concept until the community has
had the opportunity to see it, touch it, use it, and see its impacts.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEMPORARY STREETSCAPE PATIOS IN ASHLAND
The following locations were identified as potential candidates in the City of Ashland for
streetscape patios. The sites below are organized into near term opportunities and longer term
opportunities.
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Near to Moderate Term Sites

The near term sites currently have urban, pedestrian friendly character with businesses and
restaurants fronting the street, which make them better suited for street patios.
•

East Main Street (OR 99 SB) from Helman Street to Gresham Street

•

Lithia Way (OR 99 NB) from East Main Street to Helman Street

•

A Street (in the vicinity of Lela’s and Palace Café)

•

Downtown Plaza Area (including portions of Winburn Way)

Longer Term Sites

The longer term sites include areas currently being planned as future pedestrian places. It is
anticipated as those pedestrian places further develop opportunities for streetscape patios will
emerge on adjacent streets as the urban, pedestrian character takes hold in those areas.
•

East Main Street/S Mountain Avenue Area

•

Walker Avenue/Ashland Street (OR 66) Area

•

Tolman Creek Road/Ashland Street (OR 66) Area

Kittelson & Associates, Inc.
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